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these was a huge figure of Buddha quite 50 feet
high, the face of which was re-gilded every year.
Around this were eight curious figures about 10
feet high, dressed in< quaint flounces. They were
said to be guardians -of the shrine.
Ascending steep and slippery ladders, in almost
pitch darkness, the party came out on a platform
opposite the face of the great Buddha. Here they
saw some beautifully chased silver teapots and
other interesting pieces of silver richly decorated
in relief. Inside the shrine it was very dark and
the smell of rancid butter used in the lamps was
almost overpowering.
Howard Bury and his companions were received
and shown round by the official head of the monas-
tery. And before leaving they went to see the
head Lama who had lived in the monastery for
sixty-six years. He was looked upon as being
extremely holy and as the re-incarnation of a
former abbot and was practically worshipped by
the people. He had only one tooth left, but for
all that had a very pleasant smile. All round his
room were silver-gilt chortens inlaid with turquoises
and precious stones. And incense was being burnt
everywhere.
This most interesting character Howard Bury
was able to photograph. After much persuasion
from the monks he was induced to come out dressed
up in robes of beautiful golden brocades, with
priceless silk Chinese hangings arranged behind
him, while he sat on a raised dais with his dorje